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Historic Center of Warsaw 

the world heritage site since 1980 



        borders of the site 



 

   

 outstanding universal value   

Criterion ii – [The site exhibits] an important interchange of human values, over a span of time or 

within a cultural area of the world, on developments in architecture or technology, monumental arts, 

town–planning or landscape design. 

 

 
The initiation of comprehensive conservation activities on the scale of the entire 

historic city was a unique European experience and contributed to the verification 

of conservation doctrines and practices. 



 

   

 outstanding universal value  

Criterion vi – [The site is] directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with ideas, or 

with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of outstanding universal significance. 

 

The historic center of Warsaw is an exceptional example of the comprehensive 

reconstruction of a city that had been deliberately and totally destroyed. The 

foundation of the material reconstruction was the inner strength and 

determination of the nation, which brought about the reconstruction of the 

heritage on a unique scale in the history of the world.  

 



 authenticity 

Bearing in mind the assessment of the authenticity of the site, it has been assumed 

that what must be particularly taken into account is work dating from the years 1945–

1966—a reflection of the integrity of the reconstruction of the Old Town. 

 

Structures found within the area inscribed on the UNESCO List were assessed, where 

the following components were identified: 

• Original elements predating the destruction of 1944. This applies to most of 

the cellars and parts of the ground floors, rarely does it reach the second floor level. 

All preserved wall fragments are clearly separated from added segments with the 

help of metal or bituminous inserts. 

• Reconstruction in agreement with documentations that survived the 

destruction. This was made possible thanks to inventories and measurements 

performed by the Department of Polish Architecture of the Faculty of Architecture of 

the Warsaw University of Technology prior to World War II. 

• Reconstruction based on historical–conservation studies with stress on the 

architecture of the end of the 18th and beginning of the 19th centuries. Iconography 

and inventories from the 18th through 20th centuries served the development of 

designs. For example, it is in line with this principle that the façade of the cathedral 

was recreated. 



 integrity 

The achievement of site integrity was possible thanks to an unequivocal defining 

of principles of reconstruction. It is in line with these principles that reference was 

made to the image of the city from the turn of the 18th and 19th centuries, where 

the decision was taken to bypass later layering responsible for clouding such an 

image. This assumption was applied to most reconstructed historical areas and 

structures, including outside the limits of the Old Town. This provided the effect of 

integrity of the whole of the Royal Way, which to a great extent, this involved the 

buffer zone. Integrity achieved during reconstruction was strengthened by the 

reconstruction of the Royal Castle, a symbolic place in the national awareness.  



 
 

Program for the Care Over Historical Monuments  

in the City of Warsaw 

 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

The goal to 2020  

Warsaw’s heritage, a permanent 

foundation for  

its dynamic development 



 protection zones 



          priorities for the year 2013 

 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
I. Involving the inhabitants of Warsaw in care over historical monuments as well 

as raising their awareness of them, 

 

II.     Creating enduring conditions for improving the state of heritage preservation, 

 

III.    Underscoring and utilizing heritage values to build the identity and pride of 

inhabitants, and  

 

IV.    Utilizing historical monuments and making them accessible for public use, 

including culture and education for inhabitants and tourists.  



  
       Priority No. II  
 

Creating enduring conditions for improving the state of heritage preservation  

encompasses the implementation of the draft ―Historical Center of Warsaw 

Management Plan‖ as well as actions for the upcoming years. 

  

―Development of the Management Plan and Institution of a Manager for the 

World Heritage Site within the Structures of the Capital City of Warsaw‖ is 

considered a key aspect. 



   buffer zone 



  

  

 positive aspects 

 

 

 

• A central location within the city, 

 

• The capacity to place all annoying functions outside historical areas—

parking space, for example, 

 

• The possibility of implementing new projects connected with the area 

of the historical center that are beyond it, but in its immediate proximity—hotels 

and service functions, for example, 

 

• The site’s significant attractiveness, serving as a basis for the 

development of tourism and cultural activities, and 

 

• Public space facilitating the organizing of gatherings and events of 

diverse character. 



Zidentyfikowano  

These phenomena primarily apply to the following thematic areas: 

 

• Soil conditions, 

• The cityscape,  

• Urban and architectural form,  

• Historical buildings,  

• Traffic,  

• History and education, and 

• Parks, gardens, and ―natural vegetation‖ 

   undesirable phenomena 

 

 

 

 

.   



                

  
Implementation of the Management Plan is subject to the achievement of a 

vision that involves the following overriding assumptions: 

• Preservation for future generations of all intangible values enchanted into 
the authentic, material fabric of the city reconstructed after wartime 
destruction, 

 

• Preservation of the of an integrated architectural image of the city as rebuilt 
in the second half of the 20th century in keeping with proper materials and 
technologies, 

 

• Creation of a part of the city where tradition and contemporary functions 
coexist harmoniously, fully respecting unique values of worldwide 
significance, and 

 

• The building of cooperative action and responsibility among international, 
national, and local structures through work involving the protection of 
heritage and the development of a basis for the sustainable development of 
a modern city.  

 

 
 

 

 

    vision 

 



OBJECTIVE #1:  

Management of the world heritage site and its buffer zone by way of an 

established structure  

• The empowering of an entity capable of comprehensive and cohesive 

management of the site and buffer zone. 

 

• The introduction of the principle of democracy in the decision–making 

process relating to the site, through involvement of the local community and 

nongovernmental organizations. 

 

• Promotion of rational management and good organizational solutions. 

 

• Monitoring changes and initiating modifying actions. 
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*/ Analiza reszt standaryzowanych pokazuje brak zależności pomiędzy 

częstotliwością odwiedzania Starówki a wiekiem respondentów oraz czasem 

zamieszkiwania w Warszawie. Liczebności w poszczególnych podgrupach 

wiekowych są zbyt małe, aby na ich podstawie można było mówić  

o zależnościach istotnych statystycznie. 

 Warsaw’s inhabitants visits 



 

   

OBJECTIVE #2:  

The development of instruments facilitating effective spatial policy  

• Analysis of the functional layout of the Old Town and its buffer zone in connection 

with the city as a whole with the aim of developing an optimal layout. 

 

• Bringing about the drafting and ratification of the local spatial development plan, 

which should be based on the following principles: 

 — The defining and protection of the timeless values and 

importance of the site, 

 — Protection and care over historical buildings and the molding of 

the urban landscape, 

 — Preservation of the veduta, 

 — Creation of conditions for new projects serving an improvement 

in the functioning of the area, especially with respect to tourist services, and 

 — Defining points of scenic views. 



 urban structure and public space 



• The main actions shall be aimed at improving site and buffer zone traffic 
accessibility, with special stress on public mass transit as well as the 
guarantying of parking spaces in garages beneath streets and squares in the 
buffer zone.  

 

• Use of public transit and bicycles is being promoted and pedestrian traffic is 
being fostered within the site and its buffer zone.  

 

• Renovation work on the ground surfaces of the Old Town is being readied, 
maintaining all original materials.  

 

• This will allow for the smoothing of surfaces and the introduction of facilities for 
the disabled. This renovation work shall be conducted over the years 2011–2016. 

 

•  Pedestrian traffic will remain the preferred mode of movement, where vehicular 
and bicycle traffic shall be restricted. 

OBJECTIVE #3:  

The organizing of an efficient traffic scheme and commuter services  



 communication structure 



• Promotion of research programs fostering an in–depth discovery of the history 

and changes to the site and its buffer zone. 

 

• Popularizing research results. 

 

• Undertaking wide–ranging educational activities aimed at increasing public 

awareness and the dissemination of knowledge concerning the site and its 

history. 

 

• A quest for unconventional methods of transferring knowledge about this unique 

heritage. 

OBJECTIVE #4:  

Implementation of a system of heritage research and education 



Old Town in Warsaw 

 

 



• Dissemination of the timeless values and meaning of the site among the 

inhabitants of Warsaw as well as visitors. 

 

• Cultivation of pride and dissemination an awareness and understanding of 

Warsaw as the cradle of [modern] European democracy. 

 

• Promotion of tangible and intangible values as well as people linked to Warsaw in 

the broadest possible sense. 

 

• Creation of artistic and cultural events and the assigning to them of a profile and 

character appropriate for the site. 

OBJECTIVE #5:  

Promotion of the world heritage site 



CROSS  SECTION OF BASEMENT 

 Heritage Interpretation Center 



OBJECTIVE #6:  

Improving accessibility to all buildings and grounds within the area of 

the site and its buffer zone  

• Introduction of the principles of openness of all areas and buildings within the 

limits of the site to visitors.  

 

• Providing access to public buildings and spaces to people who are mentally or 

physically handicapped. 

  

• Guarantying broad access to information about the values of the site and the 

creation of conditions for individual interpretation. 



 

   

 

 
  

 

 

 

  

    access for all 



• Undertaking a policy of developing the Vistula River valley so as to guaranty a 
balance among urban functions, the role of the river, and nature protection. 

 

• Incorporating the right bank of the Vistula River into Warsaw’s tourist and 
recreational program. 

 

• Preserving the universal values of Warsaw’s panorama. 

OBJECTIVE #7:  

Reinstating ties in both meaning and function between the historical 

city and the Vistula River  



 height zoning 



• Creation of a set, legal mechanism for financing the implementation of 

objectives using public funds. 

 

• Implementation of a public–private partnership mechanism for the purpose of 

executing goals. 

 

• Attracting funding from outside sources. 

OBJECTIVE #8:  

The introduction of stable financial principles  



  subsidies from the City of Warsaw 
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  Old Town basements 



• Development of a management strategy for tourist traffic. 

 

• Diversification of tourist proposals to cover all groups of interest. 

 

• Development of cultural and historical tourism. 

 

• Adaptation of the area of the Old Town and its buffer zone to meet the needs of 

increased tourist traffic. 

 

• Deglomeration of visitor traffic from the overloaded Old Town Market Square and 

Castle Square. 

 

• Achievement of spatial clarity in the visit zone. 

OBJECTIVE #9:  

Implementing a tourist traffic management system 



 facilities for tourists  



• Solidifying bilateral relations with historical cities, including partner cities. 

 

• Promoting and making lasting ties among the organizations of which Warsaw is a 

member. 

 

• Expanding collaboration with all national and international programs relating to 

places of historical importance. 

OBJECTIVE #10:  

Creating links and solidifying collaboration with historical cities  



 award of OWHC 

 



• Development of principles for coordinating approvals for all renovation work, 
particularly conservation work, within the limits of the site and its buffer zone. 

 

• Care for the high quality of architectural detail that has an impact on the 
reception of public spaces and the image of the city. 

 

• Care for the high quality of public space within the area of site and buffer zone. 

OBJECTIVE #11:  

Maintaining the high quality of the site while maintaining its authenticity 

and integrity  



 master plan of the illumination 



• Maintenance of the site and its buffer zone in a state that stresses and raises 

universal values in line with rank. 

OBJECTIVE #12:  

Maintenance and development of synergy between conservation 

principles and socio–economic needs  



 aerial view of the site and buffer zone 
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